Quality care: a link between clinical and public health approaches to HIV infection in developing countries.
As the importance of quality in health care provision is increasingly recognised, it is opportune to consider quality care as a key link between clinical and public health approaches to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection in developing countries, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. This region has the lion's share of the global epidemic and the least resources to respond. Looking at health problems using a 'quality lens' may help bridge the gaps between clinical care and public health, the current and desired standard of care, and prevention and treatment. Quality care, with prompt diagnosis and effective treatment, of people with HIV infection is crucial for good individual health outcomes, public health outcomes (in terms of decreased HIV transmission) and societal outcomes (increased productivity and decreased costs of health provision for HIV-related care). A spotlight on quality care can bring clinicians and public health practitioners together in working towards universal access to quality HIV care and prevention - one of the greatest health challenges faced in developing countries in Africa today.